Safety Alert
Number: 17-04
Subject: Battery Fire

Published: 11/05/2017

What Happened / Narrative
In the early hours of the morning during a period of adverse weather the fire alarm in the vessel battery locker was activated.
The crew mustered and fire team assembled, upon investigation it was discovered that there was small flame and sparks
being emitted from a spare battery that was stored in the battery locker on the top shelf.
Why Did it Happen / Cause
The battery had been delivered during previous port call and stored within the battery locker. Unfortunately, it had been
placed on a storage shelf with no attempt to secure it in place.
During a period of heavy weather, the battery tipped onto its side and slid against the steel lining of the bulkhead.
As the battery terminals were not covered, this caused the battery to short and led to it overheating.
Once the battery had reached ignition temperature, the casing melted, setting off the fire alarm.
Corrective Actions Taken / Recommendations
•

All batteries, including spares, must be secured in place to prevent movement

•

All spare batteries should have the terminals covered with insulating material to prevent accidental shorting

Photographs / Supporting Information

The information contained within this Safety Alert and the associated MSF web site is provided in good faith for the benefit of our members and does not
constitute and is not intended to constitute professional advice or any form of formal representation on behalf of any MSF member or officer. The text as
provided by submitting organisations may be amended to ensure that it is brief, informative and readable but will as far as reasonably practicable remain
as per the intent of the original submission. For the avoidance of doubt, no liability whatsoever shall be attached to any guidance, recommendation or
statement contained therein. Contents should be reviewed individually by recipients who will determine relevance to their own operations.
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